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in every direction with the groves of bamboos and areca palms by which the houses of the villagers are concealed. Much of the high land in the centre and south was originally covered with tree forest, but this has been largely taken up by tea planters; and neat bungalows and trim tea gardens are now a conspicuous feature in the scenery. Along some of the tributaries of the Brahmaputra the country is too low for cultivation, and is covered with grass and reeds, while the foot of the hills is clothed with forest; but, generally speaking, very little land in the plains is available for settlement, and over considerable areas the density of population exceeds 400 persons per square mile. The MAJULI, a large island which lies north of the main channel of the Brahmaputra, presents a very different appearance. The land lies low, the population is comparatively sparse, and extensive tracts are covered with high grass jungle and forest, which is rendered particularly beautiful by the luxuriant growth of the creeping cane.
The Brahmaputra flows through the northern portion of the District, and at the western end divides Sibsagar from Darrang. The principal tributaries on the south bank from east to west are the BURHI DIKING, which for part of its course divides Sibsagar from Lakhimpur, the DISANG, DIKHO, JHANZI, BHOGDAI or Disai, Kakadanga, and DHANSIRI. All of these rivers flow in a northerly and westerly direction from the Naga Hills. The District contains no lakes of any importance.
The plain is of alluvial origin, and is composed of a mixture of clay and sand. West of the Disai there is a protrusion of the subsoil, which is a stiff clay, abounding in iron nodules. The Mikir Hills consist of gneiss, which towards the south is overlaid by sedimentary strata of Tertiary origin. These younger rocks consist of soft yellow sandstones, finely laminated grey clay shales, and nodular earthy limestones.
Except in the west, the proportion of forest land is comparatively small. Marsh lands are covered with high grass and reeds, the two most prominent kinds being ikra (Saccharum arundinaceum) and nal (Phragmites Roxburghii); but a large part of the District is under cultivation. The high land between the rice-fields is usually covered with short grass.
Wild animals are not common, except in the Mikir Hills and the marshy country at their foot, where elephant, rhinoceros, buffalo, bison, tigers, leopards, bears, and various kinds of deer are found. In 1904, 6 persons and 990 cattle were killed by wild animals and rewards were paid for the destruction of 27 tigers and leopards. Small game include partridges, pheasants, jungle fowl, ducks, geese, and snipe.
The climate, though damp, is comparatively cool and is healthy for both Europeans and natives. During the winter months the sun has little effect, as fogs often hang over the plains till a late hour, and in